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OUR MENôS SOCCER TEAM has their first game of the 
season this Thursday @ 9 PM and the Dome in Red Deer. Weôd 
love to have you there to support the team!!  

https://www.burmanu.ca/sites/default/files/Registrar/2025-26%20Important%20Dates.pdf


Burman University 
U Experience & Northern Classic Weekend Schedule 
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Equity Diversity and Inclusion 

TEACHINGS FROM THE TEEPEE:   
AN INTEGRATION OF LAND BASED EDUCATION AND LIFE-LONG LEARNING 

 
We are privileged at Burman University as a campus family and community to 
be situated on the traditional and ancestral lands of Treaty 6.  We recently 
had an amazing Tipi raising ceremony by Elder Bernice Stoney from Wetaski-
win.  She and her grandson, Zack, joined us for an amazing learning and 
immersive experience.  Many of our students, staff and faculty joined and 
participated in the ceremony by reading some important teachings. 
 

The Teepee (or Tipi/Tipi/Mikiwap) holds profound cultural, spiritual, and prac-
tical importance in Indigenous cultures, particularly among the Plains peo-
ples. It is far more than just a dwelling; it is a sacred structure embodying 
fundamental teachings and values. 
 

WE DISCOVERED SOME CULTURAL & SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE SUCH 
AS: 

1. Unity and Connection: The circular shape represents the unity of the 

tribe and the Circle of Life. It connects the physical world inside with the 

spiritual world outside. 

2. The Creator God:  In many traditions, the Teepee symbolizes the womb 

of Mother Earth, offering shelter, protection, and a sacred space for rituals, gatherings, and healing ceremonies. 

3. A Bridge to the Spiritual: The smoke from the central sacred fire is believed to carry prayers and messages to the Creator. 

4. Identity: The Teepee is an iconic and powerful symbol representing the identity and heritage of Plains Indigenous Peoples. 

5. Female Leadership: Traditionally, the women were the owners and were responsible for the assembly, disassembly, and upkeep, passing down vital 

teachings from generation to generation. 
 

WE ALSO EXPLORED THE POLE TEACHINGS (FOUNDATIONAL VALUES) 
Each pole used to erect the Teepee carries a specific teachingða fundamental value or principle essen-
tial for living a good life, which collectively holds the structure together. While the number and specific 
teachings can vary slightly between Nations (often 13-18 poles), the core values are similar. 
 

The first three poles, which form the foundational tripod and provide the structural strength, are almost 
universally taught as: 

1. Obedience: Accepting guidance and wisdom from Elders, parents, and teachers; listening before 

 speaking. 

2. Respect: Honoring Elders, community members, strangers, and all of life. 

3. Humility: Understanding one's place in the vast circle of life, not being above or below others, and 

 acknowledging one's relationship with the Creator. 
 

Other common teachings represented by the poles include: 
Love, Faith, Kinship, Cleanliness, Thankfulness, Sharing, Strength, Good Child Rearing, Hope, Ultimate 
Protection (sometimes represented by the canvas cover itself) 
 

The Teepee, therefore, is an educational toolðand stands as a symbol on our campus by the raised flags 
as an acknowledgment, commitment and dedication to reconciliation.  Its construction and presence are 
an ongoing lesson in community, spirituality, balance, and the values necessary for a thriving life.  

 

Hence, as aptly stated in our very own land acknowledgement we affirm: 
Burman University is located within hereditary indigenous land and acknowledges that the land on which 
we gather is Treaty 6 territory, established in 1876, the traditional home, and meeting ground for many 
Indigenous peoples, including the Blackfoot, Dene, Cree, and Métis. 
 

Burman University is committed to doing its part to address the legacy of broken promises and rebuild 
productive, partnership relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples in Central Alberta 
and across Canada. 










